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FAR 135.271 provides special flight and duty time regulations for pilots performing Helicopter hospital emergency medical evacuation service.  However, pilots providing emergency medical evacuation services with fixed wing aircraft must operate under regular flight and duty time regulations.   
 
Because the rest requirement under 135.273 must be prospectively determined, this creates an unreasonable burden for air ambulance operators.  For example, a pilot may carry a pager, and be required to report to the airport within 30 minutes of a page out for duty.  Under 135.267, she can only be on duty for a period of 14 hours, before requiring a 10 hour prospectively determined rest period.  Therefore she could be assigned to cover the period from 7PM to 9AM, during which time she is at home, and spends 10 hours sleeping.  She may be assigned to this duty for several days, during which no flights occur. However, upon arising each morning from an uninterrupted night of sleep at home, she now is required to be given 10 consecutive hours of rest, during which she must be free of all responsibility for work or duty should the occasion arise.    
 
Certainly the duty contemplated under FAR 135.271 is more fatiguing and stressful than most fixed wing air ambulance operations.  Helicopter operations are more often single pilot, and VFR at night or in poor weather conditions.  Helicopters are more fatiguing to fly and require more intense concentration.  Under FAR 135.271, the pilot can be required to stay at the employees facilities, and need only be provided an “adequate place of rest, at or in close proximity” to the employers operations.  Most fixed wing air ambulance pilots are not required to stay at the operator’s facilities, but rather can be at home or engaged in a leisure activity of their choice, as long as they can report for duty, typically within 30 minutes of the call out.   
 
Therefore we propose that 135.271 be broadened to include fixed wing air ambulance operations, under similar requirements.  This change will result in approximately a 50% reduction in air ambulance operator’s cost to provide pilot coverage, with no decrease in safety.   
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